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MARY ANN MOULTON GILES 


Mary Ann Moulton, first child of Thomas and Sarah Denton 
Moulton, was born in 1841 in Irchester, England. Her parents, 
converts to the church, were baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the year of their daughter's birth 
on December 29, 1841. 


When Mary Ann was fifteen years of age she set sail for 
America with her parents and family onthe ship "Thornton." The 
entire company numbered 764. Embarking in early April they 
arrived in New York harbor, June 16, 1856, after a journey of 
six weeks. They continued by rail to Iowa where they picked up 
their hand carts for their westward journey. 

a 

Upon arrival in Iowa the Moulton family was informed the 
carts were not ready and they were obliged to wait until they 
could be made ready. The great demand for hand carts resulted 
in many being constructed of inadequately dried lumber which 
rendered them unfit for the hard journey soon to be undertaken. 
Subsequently, many fell apart and had to be abandoned during 
the long trek to the West. 


Mary Ann, with the others of her father's family, was as- 
signed to the Willie hand cart company. They were plagued 
enroute by native Indian marauders who stole their wagons and 
drove off their cattle. Their over-loaded carts were pushed and 
pulled by hand across the thousand miles which separated them 


from the valley of the Salt Lake. Many useful items were left 
along the way because of the necessity to lighten loads and the 
doubling-up due to the failing carts. 


Delays in waiting for carts, weak carts and time-consum- 
ing repairs proved disastrous, as is so well known to those who 
have read the sad history of this company. 


Mary Ann Moulton was very much a part of this history, 
walking the long miles and pushing or pulling as her small, 
thin body would allow. The rigors of this journey took its toll, 
for she often told her small children how sickness punished and 
the grim reaper visited them often. Mary Ann was no stranger 
to fatigue, nor to exposure to the rain, the sleet and snow and 
finally the icy crossings and fierce windswhich whipped relent- 
lessly acrossthe unsheltered plain and mercilesspasses encount- 
tered along the way. 


As if by miracle, and in fullfillment of a blessing of the 
priesthood given her mother before leaving England, neither 
Mary Ann nor any member of the family lost their lives. But 
the hardships of the journey exacted its inexorable price and 
contributed to her early and -intimely passing. She was small 
of stature and frail by nature. The demands of such an under- 
taking were equal to the strength of the strongest among them 
ani certainly too much for one so unsuited to them. However, 
she was not one to complain and she often spoke about the journey 
to her small children always careful to remind them that things 
could have been worse and would always express gratitude for 
her blessings. 


Help, sent from the valley at the instance of returning 
missionaries who overtook and passed the stranded pioneers, 
arrived in western Wyoming in time to rescue the company from 
what, for a while, seemed sure death for all in the ice and snow 


of that hostile area. 


With her father's family shearrivedinthe Salt Lake Valley 
November 9, 1856. Here they stayed for a time before moving 
to Provo. On January 19, 1859 Mary Ann Moulton was married 
to FrederickGiles. In Provo their first child and son Frederick 
William Giles was born in 1860. During this year she moved 
with her husband and son to Heber, inthe valley of the Provo 
River. Her first home in Heber was within what has come to be 

- known as the "Old Fort," anarea comprising what is now between 
100 and 400 West and between 200 and 400 North. It was here 
that her son John Thomas and her daughter Sarah were born. 
When Indian troubles had subsided and it was believed safeto 
leave the fort, her next home was a two room, dirt-roofed log 
home with a built-in fireplace. 


As far as is known there is no photograph of Mary Ann 
Moulton Giles to let her descendants know of her appearance. 
It has been told that, on the few occasions when a picture might 
havebeenpossible, she would waveoffthe would-be photographer 
with a flick of her head and a gesturing motion with her hand. 
People who knew her have said her grandaughtér, Verna Mahoney, 
the wife of J. Cland Hicken, resembled Mary Ann a great deal. 


July 4, 1869, dawned with Mary Ann feeling not as well as 
usual. Later in the day an urgent message was dispatched by 
horseback rider to her husband who was irrigating at the farm. 
Efforts to save the frail little mother of three failed and she, 
who had endured more than her share of hardships, the victim 
of increasing leg pains, a stubborn lingering cough, and a lung 
ailment diagnosed as consumption finally converging into pneu- 
monia, at age 28, passed to her reward leaving to her family 
and descendants a legacy of patience, faith and devotion. 


Her remains were laid to rest in Heber Cemetary over- 


looking the little green valley that was her home. 


written by grandson, Ralph F; Giles. printed 1973. 
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converts to the church, were baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the year of their daughter's birth 
on December 29, 1841. 


When Mary Ann was fifteen years of age she set sail for 
America with her parents and family onthe ship " Thornton." The 
entire company numbered 764. Embarking in early April they 
arrived in New York harbor, June 16, 1856, after a journey of 
six weeks. They continued by rail to Iowa where they picked up 
their hand carts for their westward journey. 


Upon arrival in Iowa the Moulton family was informed the 
carts were not ready and they were obliged to wait until they 
could be made ready. The great demand for hand carts resulted 
in many being constructed of inadequately dried lumber which 
rendered them unfit for the hard journey soon to be undertaken. 
Subsequently, many fell apart and had to be abandoned during 
the long trek to the West. 


Mary Ann, with the others of her father's family, was as- 
signed to the Willie hand cart company. They were plagued 
enroute by native Indian marauders who stole their wagons and 
drove off their cattle. Their over-loaded carts were pushed and 
pulled by hand across the thousand miles which separated them 


from the valley of the Salt Lake. Many useful items were left 
along the way because of the necessity to lighten loads and the 
doubling-up due to the failing carts. 


Delays in waiting for carts, weak carts and time-consum- 
ing repairs proved disastrous, as is so well known to those who 
have read the sad history of this company. 


Mary Ann Moulton was very much a part of this history, 
walking the long miles and pushing or pulling as her small, 
thin body would allow. The rigors of this journey took its toll, 
for she often told her small children how sickness punished and 
the grim reaper visited them often. Mary Ann was no stranger 
to fatigue, nor to exposure to the rain, the sleet and snow and 
finally the icy crossings and fierce winds which whipped relent- 
lessly across the unsheltered plain and merciless passes encount- 
tered along the way. 


As if by miracle, and in fullfillment of a blessing of the 
priesthood given her mother before leaving England, neither 
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the hardships of the journey exacted its inexorable price and 
contributed to her early and «intimely passing. She was small 
of stature and frail by nature. The demands of such an under- 
taking were equal to the strength of the strongest among them 
and certainly too much for one so unsuited to them. However, 
she was not one to complain and she often spoke about the journey 
to her small children always careful to remind them that things 
could have been worse and would always express gratitude for 
her blessings. 


Help, sent from the valley at the instance of returning 
missionaries who overtook and passed the stranded pioneers, 
arrived in western Wyoming in time to rescue the company from 
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November 9, 1856. Here they stayed for a time before moving 
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River. Her first home in Heber was within what has come to be 
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leave the fort, her next home was a two room, dirt-roofed log 
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As far as is known there is no photograph of Mary Ann 
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July 4, 1869, dawned with Mary Ann feeling not as well as 
usual. Later in the day an urgent message was dispatched by 
horseback rider to her husband who was irrigating at the farm. 
Efforts to save the frail little mother of three failed and she, 
who had endured more than her share of hardships, the victim 
of increasing leg pains, a stubborn lingering cough, and a lung 
ailment diagnosed as consumption finally converging into pneu- 
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BLANCHE MOULTON HAWKE 1913 


C ) ^ Blanche Moulton Hawke was born 
: July 7, 1913 in Heber City, Utah to Mary 
Catherine Hicken and Hyrum Moulton. |! 
grew up in Heber, where many friends 
and loved ones were part of my life; we 
had to make our own fun in those days 
and we enjoyed doing it. 

| belonged to a singing group 
called The Moulton Trio and we sang at 
many different events. That was so much 
fun! 

In 1935 on December 2, | married 
Don W. Hawke in the Salt Lake Temple. 
We then moved to Provo, where we have 
lived in a home that Don built. 

We were blessed with eight 
children, special spirits of our Heavenly 
Father. They are a joy and a blessing to 
us. We have twenty-seven grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. 

| have served many positions in the 
Church and had the privilege of going on 
a mission with my husband to the Dallas, 
Texas Mission. | also worked in the 
Provo Temple for four years. 

| have been blessed with good 
health, faithful husband and a wonderful 
family; who could ask for more. 
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